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Crop Production 
Iowa: Corn: As of October 1, Iowa’s corn was forecast to 
yield 172.0 bushels per acre. Production is forecast at 
2.20 billion bushels for the state, down 7 percent from last 
year. Forecasted ears, at 28,600 per acre, are the highest on 
record when compared to final counts. Harvest was mainly 
restricted to seed corn as of September 28. 
 
Soybeans: The October 1 yield forecast of 46.0 bushels per 
acre is down 1 bushel from the September 1 forecast, and 
down 6.0 bushels per acre from 2007. If realized, soybean 
production would be 450.8 million bushels, up fractionally 
from last year.  Forecasted pods with beans, at 1,732 per 
18 square feet, are the lowest in the past five years when 
compared to final counts.  Soybean harvest was 8 percent 
complete on September 28, well behind the previous year 
and the average pace. 
 
United States: Corn production is forecast at 12.2 billion 
bushels, up 1 percent from last month but 7 percent below 
2007.  Based on conditions as of October 1, yields are 
expected to average 154.0 bushels per acre, up 1.7 bushels 
from September and 2.9 bushels above last year.  If 
realized, this will be the second highest yield on record, 
behind 2004, and production will be the second largest, 
behind last year.  Yield forecasts are lower than last month 
across the Ohio and Tennessee Valleys and eastern Corn 
Belt as dry conditions during September continued to 
adversely affect the late developing corn crop.  Forecasted 
yields also decreased in parts of the Delta and Missouri 
where excessive moisture and high winds from Hurricanes 
Gustav and Ike stressed the crop.  Yield prospects 
improved in the central Corn Belt, central Great Plains, 
and upper Mississippi Valley as September rains brought 
much needed moisture to the region. 
 
Soybean production is forecast at 2.98 billion bushels, up 
2 percent from the September forecast and up 11 percent 
from last year.  If realized, this will be the fourth largest 
production on record.  Based on October 1 conditions, 
yields are expected to average 39.5 bushels per acre, down 
0.5 bushel from last month and down 2.2 bushels from 
2007.  Compared with last month, yields are forecast lower 
or unchanged across the Corn Belt and Great Plains, with 
the exception of Illinois and Kansas.  Yields increased or 
are unchanged from the September 1 forecast across the 
Southeast, the lower Mississippi Valley, and the mid-
Atlantic States.  Area for harvest in the U.S. is forecast at 
75.5 million acres, up 3 percent from last month and up 
18 percent from 2007. 
 
October 2008 Production Summary - Iowa and United States 
For Harvest Yield per acre Production Crop 
2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 
 Thousand Acres Thousand Acres Bushels Bushels Thousand Bushels Thousand Bushels 
IOWA 
Corn for Grain 
Soybeans 
Alfalfa Hay1 
All Other Hay1 
 
UNITED STATES 
Corn for Grain 
Soybeans 
Alfalfa Hay1 










































































 1 Hay yield is reported in tons per acre and hay production in thousand tons. 
  
  
Iowa District Estimates  
Corn, 2007-2008 
Harvested Yield/acre Production District 
2007 2008 1 2007 2008 2 2007 2008 
 Thousand Acres 
Thousand 
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Soybeans, 2007-2008 
Harvested Yield/acre Production District
2007 2008 2007 2008 2 2007 2008 
 Thousand Acres 
Thousand 

































































































U.S. Corn Supply and Demand 
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  U.S. Soybean Supply and Demand   































































Grain Stocks  
 
Iowa: The September 1 on and off farm stocks of 
corn were 16 percent higher than last year, but 
soybean stocks were 60 percent lower than last year. 
 
United States:  Old crop corn stocks in all positions 
on September 1, 2008 totaled 1.62 billion bushels, 
up 25 percent from September 1, 2007.  Of the total 
stocks, 500 million bushels are stored on farms, up 
9 percent from a year earlier.  Off-farm stocks, at 
1.12 billion bushels, are up 33 percent from a year 
ago.  The June - August 2008 indicated 
disappearance is 2.40 billion bushels, compared 
with 2.23 billion bushels during the same period last 
year. 
 
Old crop soybeans stored in all positions on 
September 1, 2008 totaled 205 million bushels, 
down 64 percent from September 1, 2007.  Soybean 
stocks stored on farms totaled 47.0 million bushels, 
down 67 percent from a year ago.  Off-farm stocks, 
at 158 million bushels, are down 63 percent from 
last September.  Indicated disappearance for June - 
August 2008 totaled 471 million bushels, down 
9 percent from the same period a year earlier. 
   
Based on an analysis of end-of-marketing year stock 
estimates, disappearance data for exports and 
crushings, and farm program administrative data, 
the 2007 soybean production is revised to 
2.68 billion bushels, up 90.6 million bushels from 
the previous estimate.  Planted area is revised up 
1.11 million acres to 64.7 million acres.  Harvested 
area is revised up 1.32 million acres to 64.1 million 
acres.  The 2007 yield, at 41.7 bushels per acre, is 
up 0.5 bushel from the previous estimate.   
   
All wheat stored in all positions on September 1, 
2008 totaled 1.86 billion bushels, up 8 percent from 
a year ago.  On-farm stocks are estimated at 
635 million bushels, up 28 percent from last 
September.  Off-farm stocks, at 1.22 billion bushels, 
are down slightly from a year ago.  The June - 
August 2008 indicated disappearance is 949 million 
bushels, up 18 percent from the same period a year 
earlier. 
  
Oats stored in all positions on September 1, 2008 
totaled 119 million bushels, 35 percent above the 
stocks on September 1, 2007.  Of the total stocks on 
hand, 52.8 million bushels are stored on farms, 
2 percent lower than a year ago.  Off-farm stocks 
totaled 66.3 million bushels, 91 percent above the 
previous year.  Indicated disappearance during 
June - August 2008 totaled 36.3 million bushels, 
compared with 53.8 million bushels during the same 
period a year ago.  
 
 
Stocks of Grain, September 1, Iowa and United States 
Iowa United States 
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 1 Includes stocks at mills, elevators, warehouses, terminals, and processors. 









Annual Small Grain Summary 
 
Iowa: Oats – Iowa’s 2008 planted oat acreage, at 
150,000 acres, is just slightly higher than the 145,000 
acres last year. Oat acreage harvested for grain, at 
75,000 acres, is 12 percent higher compared to last year. 
Iowa’s 2008 oat yield, at 65 bushels per acre, is 8 
percent below 2007.  Iowa’s oat grain production, at 
4,875,000 bushels, is 2 percent higher than last year. 
 
Winter Wheat – Iowa’s 2008 winter wheat acreage 
harvested for grain, at 35,000 acres, is 7,000 acres higher 
than last year.  The yield is 48 bushels per acre, 2 
bushels per acre below last year’s level.  The state’s 
production, at 1,680,000 bushels, is 20 percent higher 
than the previous year. 
 
September 2008 Production Summary - Iowa and United States 
For Harvest Yield per acre Production Crop 
2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 
 Thousand Acres Thousand Acres Bushels Bushels Thousand Bushels Thousand Bushels 
IOWA 




Oats for Grain 
Wheat, All 
      Winter 
      Durum 





























































 1 Hay yield is reported in tons per acre and hay production in thousand tons. 
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